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Each school day, big yellow buses transport 25 million 
American students to and from school.  Or are those buses 
orange?  That signature bus color that we all know and love is 
actually neither pure yellow or pure orange, but a mix of the 
two.  Believe it or not, even though you’re not likely to find 
it in a box of crayons, “school bus yellow” is an actual color 
that was specifically formulated for use on buses in North 
America way back in 1939.  This signature yellow color isn’t 
just for looks, it’s also a big safety feature too.  You might 
think that red is the most attention-grabbing color, but in 
fact, the color yellow was chosen because it attracts attention 
and is noticed quickly in peripheral vision, faster than any 
other color.  Its illuminating nature also makes buses easier 
to see in dim light, making a stopped or moving school 
bus more visible when transporting students early in the 
morning and at night.  

National School Bus Safety Week will be observed 
across the country October 21-25, providing a wonderful 
opportunity to remind each of us of the importance of our 
role when it comes to keeping kids safe in and around school 
buses.  Our fleet of buses that herald the start and end of each 
school day are part of the largest mass transportation fleet 
in the country, and transport an average of  5,000 students 
in Jessamine County, traveling a collective 6,500 miles on a 
daily basis. 

The National Academy of Sciences and the U.S. 
Department of Transportation agree that school buses are the 
safest form of transportation for getting children to and from 
school.  According to the Transportation Research Board, 
the school bus is 13 times safer than other non-commercial 
vehicles, including the family car.  Safety features, in addition 
to the color and size of the bus, include reinforced sides, 
flashing lights, cross view mirrors, and crossing and stop sign 
arms.  These tools help to ensure that children are protected 
and secure while on the bus as well as while getting on and 
off the bus. 

Additional advancements in technology help us to make 
your child’s ride to and from school as safe, comfortable, 
and efficient as possible.  Infofinderi.com  a tool that helps 
families locate bus routing information, including bus 
numbers and pick-up/drop-off times, can be accessed on 
the district website, www.jessamine.kyschools.us.  The vast 
majority of our buses are also equipped with a digital video 
system, enhancing bus security, discouraging vandalism, and 
assisting with the resolution of disciplinary issues. 

We also rely on you to help us keep kids safe on and near 
the school bus.  When other drivers obey bus warning lights 

and signage, it helps ensure that students are able to enter 
and exit the bus in a safe manner.  State law requires that on a 
roadway with less than four lanes, all traffic in both directions 
must come to a halt while a school bus is stopped with the 
stop arm extended.  Motorists must wait until the sign is 
withdrawn and the bus begins moving, before moving their 
own vehicles. 

It’s also important to teach your child to take particular 
care in the “Safety Zone”.  This zone- ten feet in front of the 
bus, ten feet on both sides, and the area behind the bus—is 
where children are in the most danger of not being seen by 
the driver.  Also remind your child to stand at least 6 feet 
from the edge of the road while waiting for the bus, to check 
both ways for cars before stepping off the bus, and to always 
cross in front of the bus, not behind it. 

While our modern buses and technological tools are 
important, Jessamine County’s dedicated team of 150 
transportation professionals are the ones who make the 
biggest difference.   All school bus drivers must obtain a 
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL).  Once they have a 
license, drivers receive specialized classroom and behind-
the-wheel training in loading/unloading procedures, 
evacuation, and emergency medical procedures. Our 
district’s transportation team is now being trained to utilize 
the Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports system 
that we are using in our schools, providing effective tools 
for behavior management and increasing consistency for 
students as they transition to and from school.  In addition, 
drivers are required to participate in pre-employment and 
random drug and alcohol testing, undergo frequent driving 
record checks and pass annual medical exams to ensure that 
they are physically qualified to drive a school bus.

Jessamine Schools’ bus drivers, monitors, mechanics, and 
administrative employees all serve in critical roles in our 
district, delivering students to school and back home safely 
to their families.  Our transportation professionals are valued 
members of the JCS family and I hope that you will join us as 
we thank them for all that they do to protect and care for our 
students, each and every day.  

Our district is growing and our transportation department 
currently has openings.  If you or someone you know has 
a heart for kids and a desire to make a difference and is 
interested in joining our team as a bus driver, please contact 
JCS Director of Transportation Chris Bellman at 885-4891 
extension 2901 or chris.bellman@jessamine.kyschools.us. 

Have you ever wondered why school buses are yellow?
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